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:TI"j - = - = - - - = = = = - = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =
The next Chapter meeting wil l  be at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, October 2, 1995 at the Saluda
Baptist Association Building on S. Murray Avenue (above Clark-Schwebel). See you there!

P.O. Box 5743



2

searching south carolina Land Records - The council Journals

by Sue DemPseY Brewer

In an attempt to take my research back another generation, I became interested in delving a littte deeper

into some of the earrier south carorina rand recoros. t hao heard severar speakers at various meetings

talk about information that could be found in the coun.iiJournats at the sc Archives' but never enough

information was given so that t tett comrortable in setting ;ut to locate these Journals' ln going through

some of my materiar I came across a smail booktet by Bient H. Holcomb, dated september 3' 1979 and

entitled o rr,e, ou,oe,o aou,n 
"aro,ina 

oenea'oo'ct *esearcn ano *ecoros' This booklet explained a

| i t t |emoreabout t t reJourna|sandhquotedf romMr.Ho|comb's
book:

,,south carolina became a Royal province in 1719, and atthistime Royal Land Grants begin'

These continue through 1176and ptats are extant for moi of these. The proper terminology is Royal

Grants and coroniar prats. ror som" prats the originar or roose copy is extant, these are referred to as

pre_Revorutionary Loose prats. rneie are .ep"r"I" indexes for the Royal Grants and colonial Plats at

Archives. when searching these records, speiling variants must be considered. For the period approxi-

mately 174g-177g, the council Journals should-be used in connection with plats' on each plat is a

precept o|. *"rr"nt'date which is within a f ew days of the date of petition or application for land' Padicu-

rarry for .poor {oreign protestants,".this petition gives vitar famiry information and the ship on which the

person arrived or pbrt of entry. This does not arways work, but a search should be attempted'"

sometime ago I visited the sc Archives and took a look at the combined Alphabetical lndex on micro-

f'm and risted the Dempsey entries. This index inctuols what type entry is being cited, such as Memo-

riar, prat, l_and Grant. etc. In accordance with the inrormation supplied in Brent Holcomb's book' I

decided to take a rook at the prats r had risted on ry pr"vr3u1^vsit io tne Arcirives. The index fcr the

Royal Grants 
"nJ 

Cotonial plats ison microfilm in the search room and you can pull the film yourself ' A

prat is a drawing or the rand as surveyeo and rists tnl names of the adioining property owners' Under-

neath each prat is a paragraph givingin. precept date and the names of the adioining property owners'

I wrote down the precept date for eaJn Dempsey end; th;; r puiled the microfilm, located in the search

room {iring cabinets, containing the councii -.lournats {or the dates I wanted to locate' well' I must tell

you that the counciiJournals *ur" rur.inating. tt takes a few minutes the first time you look at them to

realize what the Journars are ail about. They contain a rot of interesting stories about the matters

brought before tn*coun.ir pertaining to what *ur going on in the state. Brent Horcomb had said in his

book that on each prat is 
" 

pr".upi.d"aie wrricrr is *itt',in"a few days of the date of the petition or applica-

tion for land. I found that il vou roor, oack in tne councir Jou*"rt a'few days prior to the precept date

taken from the prats, in a rot 
"f 

;;;;t;u wirr rino-frat a .t'tip r,"o just arrived from England, lreland'

Germany, etc., and it will tell *hun li arrived, at what port it 
"rrivrc, 

*fo the captain was and will usually

state that the peopre on board ."r" in piomise of i" oornty ottered. The bounty being offered to get

peopre to come-t-JAmerica was r"nJ. riir" Journar then rists ihe peopre on board and their ages' Many

times you can ie, if a f amiry is oerng risted by the ug"r given. Later in the Journar, in many instances,

tne land will be granted'

There are a rot of interesting stories about dealings with the lndians and ships requesting to come into

port for various i""ronr. Th;re was a rengthy .orpr"int about a *31 being tied to a tree and beaten by

a mob of people lor no apparent reason, lisdng names, places and dates'

wer, r got so caught up in reading the Journars that I did not have time to finish looking up all my

references, nril[uJ a wonderlul time and yes, I'm going backl
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THE BURRISS FAMILY
By Ed Hil lhouse.

One of the oldest and largest families in Anderson County is that of Burriss, spelled in several

-,fferent ways, but all of the same blood. Joshua Burriss was among the early settlers of this area which

was still in the pendleton District at that time. The treaty between General Andrew Pickens and the

Indians at Hopewell had just opened this area up for settlers ^*ara ̂ nA rr.raca
Joshua Burriss emanated from virginia an_d Norlh carolina ancestors, and these from English

stock of numerous names. His wife was-sarah chamblee. lt was soon after 1776 that he moved to

south carolina and set up residence not far from wnere wellington or Gluck mill is now located' He and

sarah were bressed with seven chirdren, ail of whom setiled on rand up and down Generostee creek

that was given to them by their father'
Joshua and sarah Burriss may have been charter members of Mountain creek Baptist church

which was organized in 17gg. He became a man of wearth and at one time owned as much land as

constitutes a township. His possessions embraced parts of what is now centerville, Rock Mills, savan-

nah, and Varennes Townships I  r^  ̂ r^aar rham r rn ana clowl
rn setiling his sons, Joshua used a method ail his own. He praced them up and down Generostee

creek according to their ages. Erisha, the ordest, was praced w!.ere. the Anderson country ctub is

today. The next ordest waslames, whose home stooJnear where the orr Mill is now' John's land was

about where the watson home is today. Thomas' land was near Rock Miils. His daughters were

differenily praced. one of them, ruuiy, *r,o married Lewis chambree, owned the area around Rose Hill'

Her son,-Moses, sold part of it to Judge Whitner'

James Burriss, the second son of Joshua and sarah Burriss, was a minister and was pastor ol

severar churches in the Anderson area. He organiz.ed achurch, Mount Tabor, which stood where the

saruda Baptist n.io.i"tion office is iooay. nttei tre city of Anderson was established, this church was

moved into the il;;; is today the First Baptist Church o{ Anderson'

Later in life, Joshua and sarah Burriss moved to MountTaborto be neartheir son James' Joshua

died there in t e0+ and was buried in the cemetery there beside his wife, sarah. This cemetery was

moved to the First Baptist church cemetery when the saludaAssociation office was built' Their graves

are not marked in anY waY'

Revolutionarvlvar ' 1B2o' buried

Most publications ask that queries be 3o words or less. Can you be effective with so few words?

Long, invorved queries do not interest most researchers. They rike concise, to-the-point statements,

regarding specific perso_1sale trick is to make the words do doubre duty. pARENTAGE - stands for

rather and mother. ANCESTRy - means ail generations as {ar ba'ck as possibre'

word your query so that it will stimulatelnterest. The researcher can see a lamiliar name' date'

and place at a gtailc".'nn example that might catch someone's eye:

"Seek 
"n."tity 

of John Sample' Lived in Edqefield' 59- d"J:g^^

Jefferson, AL."
Here a6zz wordrlyou, name and address would follow.

Be careful how you use pronor*. a" sure that "he" or "she" refers to the last person mentioned'

Many propi" oder to exchange information on a cefiain surname' You can end up with a box full

of paper on John smith in Vermont rno your John smith came from Virginia. lt is something like a pile

of used clothes at a rummage sale'
lf you nave ,everal fimilies that you are seeking information..on, submit several queries' catch

your reader,s attention with a short, to-the-point query 
-- 

results will soon come in the mail.

-from the Tuscaloosa Genealogical society Newsletter, March 1994

WRITING AN EFFECTIVE QUERY



4

BIBLE RECqRDS OF THE DANIEL CAMPEELL FAMILY

Daniel  CamPbel l  -  b.  1783
Eleanor CamPbell - b. 1799
L. Lewis Campbell - b. 5 March 1806
md. Judi th 10 SePt.  1835
Will iam CamPbell - b. 20 MaY 1B0B
.Alfred Campbel l  -  b.7 Jan 1811
Ruannah CamPbel l  -  b.  3 Feb '1813

John CamPbel l  -  b.  14 March 1815
Polly Campbell - b. 25 March 1817
Judi th CamPbel l  -  b.  16 March' . |819
James CamPbel l  -  b.  14 Nov 1821
Sarahan CamPbell - b' 5 March 1823
Rachel CamPbell - b- 5 March 1825
David Campbel l  'b.  17 APri l  1827
Joseph CamPbel l  -  b.  19 June 1829
*Aust in CamPbel l  -  b.  11 SePt 1831
*Frances CamPbell - b. 20 MaY 1835

i * * * * * * * * * * * i * * i * * i * * * * * * * t * * * * t * * t * * * * * * * t * * * * * * t * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * i * * * * t * * * * * * l * * t * l * t t * t * * * * * * t * * * *

BIRTHS

L. C. CamPbell - b. 7 JulY 1824
L4ary M. CamPbell - b. 2V MaY 1833
Harr iet  Campbel l  -  b.7 Aug 1843
Lewis E. CamPbell - b. 25 SePt 1844
Jas. W. CamPbell - b. 1 Dec 1846
Mary Joseplrine Campbell - b.23 March 1849

Louisa C. CamPbell - b. 5 APril 1851
A. F. Reed CamPbell - b. 26 Feb 1853
Martha Elvira Campbell - b. 20 May 1856
Madora E CamPbell - b. 8 Oct 1857
JosePh W. CamPbell - b. 22 JulY 1860

l * * * * * * l * t r * * * * * * * * * * i * * * * r r * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * t * * * t r * * * * * t * * * * * * * * * * * * * * l * * t l * * * * * l * t * * * * * t

DEATHS

Louisa C. Campbell - d. 22 Nov. .1851 age 27 years - 4 months - 15 days

Martha E. Campbell - d. 13 Jan 1857 ageT months & 23 days
James Westley Campbell - d.27 Aug 1857 age 10 years - 8 months - 26 days

Joseph W. Campbell - d. 5 June 1862 age 1 year - 10 months - 13 days

Ellar Mil ton Campbell  -  d.z|July 1864 age 1 year - 5 month-- {  daVs

Louisa C. Kins ' d. 25 July 1873 age 22years - 3 months - 23 days

Lewis Edwin Campbell - d' 23 Sept 1927

Information provided by Gist Brown. He has {amily line information on the three people starred at the

top. He welcomes any information on any other family listed'
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TRACING A WAR LETTER

S. C. Soldiers Home
Richmond Va:
MaY 24th 1864

Dear Father: I arrived here this morning - from Bedford County - five miles from Liberty

where I have been staying for two weeks. I was in hospital at Liberly - and a very rich

old fellow brought nis carrlage into town and carried me to his house - where I found

every comfort necessary foia convalescent. He gave me a roon and a servant - plenty

of good books - and told me to make myself at home. Had plenty ol fine horses and

toli me to ride when I liked, and the rich milk and butter vegetables qq every thing

g;;O *"r" 
"norgh 

to haunt me to the "Fancy Farm". I must give you his name for

inur" are few suih men in this world and such families as this are not to be found'

Robert N. Kelso - his wite and daughter (Miss sue P. Kelso) one son in the 2nd VA

cavalry and one married son at home compose the family. The son who belongs to

the Army was dangerously wounded the day Gen Stuart was mortally wounded- His

thigh was fractureJ - So hls father, Mother, Sister and brother came to see him and are

rreie now - they le{t me though at their home and told me to stay as long as l liked - I

staid one week a{ter they lefi - and am here enroute for my command. I must call and

see them this evening - is I have learned where they are. I have a special invitation to

go back there and stiy if I ever get sick or wounded. I hear James is wounded and

lonu home - | know no news now - i rnusi get to my command in time for the next great

battle - as I have missed so much - though I am not well - by a great deal - | go to the

iront trusting in the God of batiles for protection and victory. Remember my friends in

Bedlord - they are good Presbyterians - and true to our cause. Forgive me Father. I

can't write. Remember me in all your prayers- 
peter A. McDavid

1840'Census - Greenvi l le CountY

Allen McDavid

Males - Free White
1 Under 5
1 5 a u n d e r 1 0
1 30 a under 40

Females - Free White
2 Under 5
1 5 a u n d e r 1 0
1 30 a under 40

Males - Slaves
2 10 a under 24

Females - Slaves
1 10 a under 24

1850 Census - Greenville

Allen McDavid
Theresa
George t t

Anna
Susan
Penelope
James
Peter
Mary
Lucinda
Henry
Newton
Nancy
James McDavid
Penelope

47 M Farmer
42F
19 M Laborer
1 7 F
1 5 F
1 3 F
1 1 M
9 M
8 F
5F
4 M
3 M
1 F

84 M Farmer
8 4 F
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1870 census - Greenville county 1870 census - Greenville county

Allen McDavid 67 M W Farmer Peter A. McDavid 29 M W Farmer

Theresa 62 F W Keeping house Fannie M' 29 F W Keeping house

Newton A. 22 M W farm work l-ialtie K' 2 F W

Nancy 19 F W without occuPation
S.H. Featherstone 34 F W house keeper
Eucurah E. I FW

Early Anderson county, s.c. Newspapers, Marriages and obituaries 1841 - 1BB2

Page 66

lssue of . Wednesday, MaY 22, 1867
Married: On the t ttfr inst., by Rev. J. J. Workman, Lieut' P' A' McDavid and Miss

Fannie M., daughter of Dr. J. M. Sullivan all of Greenville District'

Vol. 3, P.125 Greenville county cemetery Book - springwood cemetery, Greenville
(. Obituary Notices are available)

capt. P. A. McDavid * Frances sullivan w/o capt. P. A- McDavid'

13 Jun 1841 -  28 May 1926 27 Aug 1841 -  10Jan 1925

Co. L 2nd SC Ritles CSA

Theresa C. McDavid.
3 Dec 1876 - 26 SeP 1952

James A. McDavid. Daisy Yates w/o James A' McDavid

17 Apr 1878 - 4 Feb 1943 .16 sep 1B7B- 5 Dec 1966

Vol. 2, P. 1& 2 Greenville County Cemetery Book -

oak Hill Methodist church cemetery, oak Hill Rd. at U. S. Hwy 25 s

P. 1 William Augustus McDavid
30Jun 1855 -22Aug 1867

P. 2 Allen McDavid
31 MaY 1803 - 30 Oct 1882
Masonic Emblem

Terisa C. (Acker) McDavid
7 Nov 1B0B'22Aug 1873

VALIANT SOLDIER CLAIMED BY DEATH (SA 29 MAY 1926 ADM P' 3)

6"f,i. prtu1- A. McDavid Passed Away After Several Months lllness

Greenville, May 2g - captain peter A. McDavid, valiant soldier of the confederacy and

one ol Greenviite's most valued citizens, passed away at his home 109 Toy street,
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early yesterday. Death came quietly after several months of illness' He was 85 years

of age. The body will be laid to rest this morning in sprinkwood cemetery after simple

funerar rites have been herd at the Buncombe street Methodist church' Rev. c. E.

Peele, his pastor, will conduct the service. Members of camp Pullman, U' C' V' in

which organization he was a leading figure, will attend the services in a body to pay

last resPects to their comrade'

Called to Arms.

Captain McDavid was born at Ingleside in Greenville county June 13' 1841 ' While

attending the Anderson Military academy conduct_ed at that time by Messrs' Adams

and McQueen, the call to arms in defenie o{ the Confederacy was sounded' With

other students in the academy captain McDavid reft his studies and rallied'round the

Stars and Bars. ie joined the unii known as the Palmetto riflemen' Fleetwood

clinkscales, of Anderson, is now the only survivor of that organization, it is said' After

long service with that organization he was transferred to Company L' Second South

carolina rifles, remaining with that unit throughout the remainder of the war' He had

entered service as a priiate, but was promofed to captaincy Had the.conflict

continued for a short time he would have retired as a major, as he had been

recommended for this appointment'

Act of Valor.

At one time during his service he was made color bearer for his regiment and of the

various positions"which he held, this post appealed to him most' He became

regimental color bearer ai the second battle of Manassas when Thad Dean' his

predecessor, was killed at Fraser's Farm. At Manassas, captain McDavid

distinguished himself by gathering together the scattered and depleted forces of his

.orp"rnv and with daring courage teo tne column again into battle, marching at the

head with the colors. This action was declared by some who saw it to be one of the

outstanding heroic acts of the entire conflict. when General Lee surrendered at

Appomatox, Captain McDavid returned to his Ingleside home and for a number of

years engaged in i"tting. Later he came to Greenville and operated a mercantile

business. He was one of the organizers and among the first to command camp

puilman. He was commissioner of pensions for Greenviile county, untir his increasing

feebleness made it necessary that he be relieved' He was q member of the Masonic

tiaternitv and of the Buncombe street Methodist church.

Survived bY Children'

His wife, who was before marriage Miss Frahcis Sullivan, daughter of the late Dr' J' M'

sulivan, passed away January of rast year. Besides a host of friends over this entire

state, Captain McDavid is survived ny iwo daughters, Mrs' Harriet Hicklin, of Norfolk'

Va., and Miss Theresa McDavid, of Greenville, and a son, J' A' McDavid' also of this

city. The following will act as pall bearers at the funeral services today: D. E' McCuen,

B. L. McCaskill, d"org. W. Ebaugh, B. F. Rush, Dr. E. W. Carpenter, Mai' W f'
Robertson, Harry n. dargan, W. il. Ambler, W. H. Austin, Lindsay Wilson and Col' E' M'

Blythe' 
This in{ormation was submitted by Ronald Kay'
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,{NDERSON GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY Will a conducting a genealogical work
shop at  Tr i -County Tech (Mal l ) .  This course wi l l  begin Feb. I  and meet
each Tuesda.v f rom 2 to 4 pm for 6 weeks. This course wi l l  be led by J im
Harper,  Sue Brewer,  Ronald Kay, Hubert  Campbel l  and Carl  El l ison. This
course is pr imari l iz  for  beginners s ince the basic of  geneaiogical
research wi l l  be covered. Contact  Tr i -Countv Tech for more informat ion.

x*>1 . * * * * * * *

Tr i -County Tech wi l l  be sponsor ing a course in  FAMILY HISTORY
WRITING on lv{arch 7.  This  rv i l l  be a 6 weeks course meet ing each Monday
f rom 1 :3U to  3 :30  p .m.  Th i s  w i l l  be  compu te r  cou rse  i n  wh ich  each  pe rson
rvi l l  actu;r l ly write A family history. No computer experience is necessary.
Car l  ( i .  E l l ison wi l l  be the teacher .  Contact  Tr i -County Tech for
in format ion.
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