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The Anderson County Chapter invites members and nonmembers to submit articles
on anything which would be of interest to Anderson County researchers. These
may include, but are not limited to, the following: church, newspaper, Bible,
military, slave and cemetery records; abstracts of Anderson County records;
and what happened to our "family or cousins" who moved away. Please photocopy
any original family documents, such as Bible records. Include the title page,
showing the date of publication, if possible. A typed or printed transcript
of the photocopied record would also be appreciated. Information regarding
family reunions is also accepted. Please send these articles or your comments
to the above address, ATT: Newsletter Editor.

*****************************************************************************

The next Chapter meeting will be at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, June 3, 1996 at Perpetual Bank, 907
North Main Street. At this meeting we will continue the workshop theme started at our last
meeting, as we learn more about Census records and how to use them. We will also discuss
reading cemeteries and plan a couple of outings this summer to do just that. Don't miss the
fun!



The following suspense story is continued from the last issue of The Record.

Six or seven years passed, in all of which time the sudden disappearance of
John Wilson Meeks was put down as one of the unsolved mysteries of the
troublous and disordered times just following the war. There was much
bushwhacking then, and it was supposed that he was another victim of the
bushwhackers, and no investigation was made. Very soon after Meeks
disappearance, young Breazeale left the country, it was supposed to go to
Texas. Davenport, who was a large farmer in the neighborhood, and who was
comparatively a rich man, having in before the war days owned a number of
slaves, lived quietly and as usual on his farm, enjoying the respect of his
neighbors and making a good citizen as things went. The disappearance of
Meeks had long since ceased to be interesting gossip, and as the suspicion
had never hunted out the real murderers, it looked as if vengeance had passed
them in its terrible sway over the ranks of the guilty.

The dream of peace and safety was rudely broken. One day about seven years
after the murder, a message came from Bill Brock, the negro who had been the
one disinterested witness of the killing to a brother of the murdered man.
The negro was visited and revealed the whole story of the murder, detail by
detail, declaring that it had haunted his mind until he could get no rest. He
told of the shooting at the well and of the burial of the body in the
blackness and ghostly silence of the forest, describing the exact location of
the grave and telling the position of the body. Warrants were quickly sworn
out for Vandiver, the preacher, and Davenport, the ones still in the country
implicated by the negro's story. Vandiver got wind of the discovery and fled
but was captured somewhere near the Georgia line. Davenport was the first
captured, and when the officers approached the house he set a violent bull
dog on them, which nearly killed one of the men. The pair were finally lodged
in jail at Anderson.

The trial came on before Judge Orr. The principal witness was the negro
Brock, who had turned State's evidence and escaped punishment thereby. The
trial resulted in the conviction of both Davenport and Vandiver, and they
were sentenced to be hanged. In neither case was the sentence executed. The
aged ex-preacher died in jail before the day for the execution and the easy
justice of Governor Moses released Davenport by an executive pardon, bought,
it was said, at the expense of all his possessions. Davenport went back to
his home near Belton and lived there for a number of years until he came
here. He had acquired the morphine habit, it .was said, before his
imprisonment and trial and at the jail when visitors came in he would beg for
money to buy the drug. After his release the deadly opiate drew him more and
more into its slavery, and the soul of the murderer became the soul of the
morally depraved opiate victim, dead and callous to every moral sense. His
property drifted away, health and character were lost and misery accumulated
on him.

This does not finish the tale of horrors. (To be completed in the next
issue.)
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Elsie Fields is recovering from surgery. Get well soon and rejoin us Elsie.
CONGRATULATIONS

Phillip Cheney was elected to the Anderson City Council. Congratulations
Phillip, we know you will do a great job.

*****************************************************************

Dr. H. Willard Davis has submitted the following Davis information which
covers two Davis lines, one in Anderson County and one in Greenville County,
SC. He hopes that someone can help him prove that George W. Davis is the
connecting link between the two Davis families.

DAVIS s in ANDERSON and GREENVILLE COUNTIES
1800-1900
with
EMPHASTIS on GEORGE W. DAVIS

by
H. Willard Davis
715 Abelia Rd.
Columbia, SC 29205
803/256-8841

INTRODUCTION

This account describes, in part, (1) The genealogy of a line of Davis’s
in Anderson County, South Carolina which began with the arrival of William
Davis from Virginia in 1799 and (2) the genealogy of a line of Davis’s in
Greenville County, South Carolina begun by George W. Davis in the 1840's.
George W. is the key to establishing the relationship between the two lines.

Before getting into the particulars, though, mention should be made of a
tremendous work, a Davis genealogy (Anderson County line) beginning with John
Davis, a yeoman farmer in England and coming on down to the present, written
by Mrs. Era Davis of Pickens, SC (1). The present writer would like to
express his grateful appreciation to Mrs. Era Davis for her generosity in
making available her work which is entitled, '

"COUNTRY COUSINS
DESCENDANTS OF JOHN DAVIS OF GLOUCESTER, ENGLAND
AND VIRGINIA"

Mrs. Lucile Hammett of Honea Path, SC aided in this work by making valuable
contributions from her extensive knowledge of our Davis ancestors.



Part I. Anderson County Davis'’s

(Data is taken from "Country Cousins"unless otherwise noted)

WILLIAM DAVIS was born 26 Aug 1750 in Virginia where he married Nancy
McCarley Wright. They lived in Spottsylvania County, Virginia until
they came to South Carolina (before 1799) and settled in the Broadmouth
Creek area of Abbeville County. He died there 31 Jan 1825. Their
children were: William, McCarley {dau), Thomas, Joseph Henson, John
L(ewis), Richard, Aaron and Moses (twins). It is John L. that we are
concerned with at the moment.

JOHN LEWIS DAVIS was born abt 1790 in Virginia and undoubtedly came to
South Carolina with his parents before 1799. He died in the Broadmouth
Creek area of Anderson County abt 1863. He married Susannah "Susan”
Wilson (b. abt 1782 in VA, d. abt 1860 in SC). John Lewis Davis was
over 6 feet tall and stooped. They had to have a special coffin made
for him.

Children of John Lewis Davis and Susan Wilson were:

1. WILEY DAVIS was born in 1812. His first marriage was to Levinia
(sic) K. Cox, 4 Feb 1836. He went to Georgia sometime in 1846-54
and in Floyd County on 12 Apr 1855 married Sally Esters(sec) or

Estin, no issue.

Children of Wiley Davis and Levinia (Lovinia) Cox were:

a. James was born abt 1837 in SC.
b. William W. was born 9 Sep/Oct 1838 in SC.
c. John was born abt 1843 in SC.
d. Mary was born before 1845 in SC.
f. Hamilton was born abt 1845 in GA.
2. WILLIAM FRANKLIN DAVIS was born in 1814 and died on 9 Nov 1865.

He was married on 7 Jan 1836 to Jane (Genie) Kay who was born in
1819. William Franklin was a Baptist minister.

Children of William Franklin Davis and Jane (Genie) Kay were:

Wesley K. was born abt 1837 and died in the Civil War.
Sarah Elizabeth was born 9 May 1839.

Cynthia Ann was born 11 Jan 1845.

James Franklin was born in 1848.

Louise A. was born on 12 Dec 1850.

Mary Jane was born in 1855.
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3. THOMAS WILSON DAVIS was born in 1818 and died on 2 Oct 1893. He
was married on 18 Mar 1841 to Sally Kay (sister of Jane above).

Children of Thomas Wilson Davis and Sally Kay were:

Sarah Ann was born abt 1843.
Joel M. was born abt 1845 and died in the Civil War.
George William Pleasant was born abt 1847.
Frances Jane was born abt 1849.
James K. Pope died as a small child.
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f. Dudley Strother died at age 21 from measles.
g. John L. was born on 5 Mar 1851 and died on 26 Jan 1926.
h. Mary married Tom Brown.

Joseph Henson Davis (called Henson) was born on 16 Oct 1819 in SC
and died 19 Feb 1899 in the Ruhamah area near Liberty, SC. He
married on 4 Feb 1841 Elizabeth "Betsy" Cummin(g)s who was born on
9 Jan 1818 in Abbeville County. Elizabeth "Betsy" Cummings died
on 13 Aug 1876. Joseph Henson is buried at the Ruhamah Baptist
Church, near the church in an unmarked grave.

Children of Joseph Henson Davis and Elizabeth Cummings were:

Mary Jane was born on 13 Jan 1842.

Wiley was born on 17 Nov 1843.

Susan Annie was born 7 Jan 1848.

Lawrence Orr was born on 24 Jul 1850.

Ewell BEuphratus "Dock"™ was born on 20 Jan 1853.
Cemantha Catherine "Kate" was born on 17 Feb 1855.
Infant son was born and died on 28 Jun 1857.
Demetrius H. "Met" was born on 6 Jun 1858.

Infant son, a twin to Demetrius, was born on 6 Jun 1858 and
died 13 Aug 1858.

Joicy Savannah was born on 3 Nov 1853.
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TURNER GABRIEL DAVIS was bhorn 10 Nov 1820. He married, on 20 Mar
1845, Caroline Malinda Thayer Ellis who was born on 1 Nov 1821 and
died on 30 Apr 1893. Turnmer Davis enlisted in the Confederate
Army at Camp Pickens on 20 Jul 1861 and was discharged 5 Jan 1862.
He enlisted again 7 Mar 1846, as a member of Orr’'s Rifles at Camp
Orange. He was killed 12 May 1846 at Spottsylvania, Virginia (3).

Children of Turner Gabriel Davis and Carolina Malinda Ellis were:

Elizabeth Susan was born 8 Mar 1846-48.

Asa Wilson was born on 22 Aug 1849.

Christopher Gabriel was born on 1 Mar 1851.

Mary Matilda was born 1 Mar 1853.

Amaziah P. Emmett was born on 28 Nov 1854.

Martha "Matttie" Morgan Samples was born on 29 Oct 1855.
Isalene was born on 29 Oct 1861.

William Hughes was born on 20 May 1862.
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GEORGE W. DAVIS, according to the 1850 census (2),was born in
1823. Also, according to that report, in 1850 he was living in
Anderson County with his parents and Frances Davis, born abt 1827.
1830 and 1840 census reports indicate that John L. had 6 sons and
no daughters, so Frances is not a sister. In 1864, along with his
brother Turner, George enlisted in the Confederate Army, joining
Orr’'s Rifles in Virginia spending April 3Cth to Aug 31st in the
hospital. He re-joined his unit on 1 Sept and was killed on 30
Sept in battle at Jones’s farm near Petersburg, Virginia (3).



Children of George W. Davis and Frances Ragsdale were (4):

a. John C. was born abt 1850.
b. Berry Ithama was born on 27 May 1854, died 6 May 1933.
3. Chester C. was born 1857 and apparently died young.
References
1. Era Davis, "Country Cousins, Descendants of John Davis of Gloucester,

England, and Virgina," 1954, 714 Ireland Rd., Pickens, SC.

2. The 1850 US census for Anderson County, p. 244, family 86
John L. Davis age 61 M born Va.
Susannah " age 68 F born Va.
George W. " age 27 M Dborn SC.
Frances " age 23 F born SC.

Note: George’s age has to be read carefully. It looks like at first
that the second digit is a 9 (the census taker puts a curl on the flag
of his 7’'s whereas on 9’s the loop is closed. There is an obvious
error in his age in the 1860 census where it is stated to be 28!

3. Compiled Service Records, 1st (Orr’s) Rifles, Company K, Roll 137,
National Archives Microfilm Publication M267 (SC Dept of Archives and
History, Columbia, SC). He, and his brother Turner Gabriel, are listed
in the Roll of the Dead, (Columbia,SC: SC Dept of Archives and History,
1994).

4. 1860 US census for Anderson County, page 192A, line 21, family #572.

Part II of the Davis information will be continued in the next issue.

PEDIGREE OR LINEAGE CHARTS

At the last Chapter meeting we had a very interesting session in which we
took a look at Pedigree or Lineage Charts and how useful they can be in
collecting and organizing your family history. We think it would be good for
the Chapter to collect Charts from the members and place these in our library
for reference when requests are received from others searching in the
Anderson area. With this in mind, we are printing a copy of a Lineage Chart
in this newsletter and request that you fill this out, to the best of your
ability, and return it to Anderson County Chapter SCGS, P. O. Box 5743,
Anderson, SC 29623-5743, ATT: Membership Chairman. These can also be turned
in at any Chapter meeting.
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The next three pages continue the 1850 Mortality Census for
Anderson County.

Schedule 3. Persons who Died during the Year ending 1st June, 1850, in Eastern Subdivision in the Dist of Anderson State of So
(Carolina, enumerated by me, J. S. Acker, Ass't Marshal.

1 23456 7 8 9 10 11
1.Hannah K. Brewer 27 F So Carolina Dec In Child Bed 1 day
2.Caroline Pickell 6 F ! June Inflamation 3 weeks
3.James E. Watkins 30 M " School Teacher Consumption 2 years
4.William Ross)William 40 MBS Virginia May Carpenter Apoplesey 1 day
5.William Webb)Green /MMBS So Carolina Sept Hives 3 weeks
6.Simon Briant)Juda 2FBS " March Worms 2 weeks
7.Katharine Michel 58 F Mo Jan Inflamation 33 days
8.George W. Tymms M ! August Measels b weeks
9.Mulligan /MM ! Feb Unknown 1 day
10.5arah Owen 60 F M Virginia Aug Dropsey 11 months
11.Frederic Owen 93 M W Oct Farmer 01d Age
12.Thomas C. Dickson 1M So Carolina June Fluse(?) 3 weeks
13.S. Acker )Moses 41MBS " March Blacksmith Tyfoid F. 2 weeks
14.P.N. Acker) Garret 40MBS ! April Farm Hand Tyfoid F. 12 days
15.Frances Case 23 F Mo April Unknown 1 day
16.8. T. Slone) Negro 1/MMBS " ! !

17 Negro 2/M MBS " " !
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Schedule 3. Persons who Died during the Year ending 1st June, 1850, 1

Carolina, enumerated by me, J. S. Acker, Ass't Marshal.

10

n Western Subdivision in the Dist of Anderson State of So

1 23456 7 8 9 10 11
1.Wm A. Stinson i M S.C. Sept Scarlatina 5 days
2.Eliza Ann Price 2F ! May Billions Feve 3 weeks
3.John A. Robinson 25 M " Augt Farmer " 9 days
4.Martha Liverett B0 F Virginia Nov Consumption
5, Martha Felton /MM S.C. Sept Scrofulous 6 weeks
6.Eugenia King IF " Dec ! 6 weeks
7.Sarah C. McMahan IF " Dec Scarlatina 1 week
8.X. McAllister's Negro 6/M M B S " June Unknown
9.Thos Deane's Negroe 4/M MBS ! Janry "
10.John Keys 52 M ! Janry Farmer Accident Sudden
11.John K. Gailland 23 M " Nov Student Pneumonia 1 week
12.¥m M. Humphreys IMM " March Congestion 2 weeks
13.7. B. Sloan's Negroe 2 F B3 " Janry Accident Found Dead
14.Daniel Watson's " 40 MBS " Rpril Typhus F 3 weeks
15.John James Norris 25 M ! July Farmer
16.Thomas Burris 66 M NC Dec ! Dropped Dead
17.Sion Napey's(?)Negro 40 F B S SC Feby Consumption Long time
18.Anna Adams 44 F ! Decen Fever 10 days
19.Elizabeth Adams 17F " Janry " 4 weeks
20.Hezekiah S. Elgin 1M " July Worms 3 days
21.James Martin 28 M ! Dece Farmer Rupture 4 days
22.F.A.Young's Negroe 1MBS " Oct Unknown Sudden
23.Catherine MdGill 1F " Nov ! 6 weeks
244, Gregg's Negroe 60 FBS ! Dec Typhoid Fever 3 weeks
25.Matilda Winters MF ! Oct Unknown 2 years
26.James Dobbin's child 1/M F " " Unknown
27.E.J.Earle's(?)Neqroe 26 MBS ! Nov Typhoid F 14 days
28.Wm R. Nelson® 62 M " " Farmer Unknown 1 year
29.Anna B. Sullivan 1F " July (N 2 months
30.7. C. Hill's Negroe 8/MFBS ! April Unknown
31.John L. Akin(?) 2 M ! " Pneumonia 1 week
32.James H. Keown TH " Oct Scarlatina 7 weeks
33.Sarah E. Keown 3F " ! " 7 days
34 Wn Sherrard's Negroe 66 MBS " Dec 01d Age
35.A. Reid's Negroe 1MBS " Janury Unknown

Remarks: Scarletina was Epidemical in a very maglinant form
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ho was

"Shanks"

from Five Forks area?
articles for the Anderson Intelligencer in 1890 and 1891.

information in next issue.

He wrote 1local news
More



BOOKS AVAILABLE FROM ANDERSON COUNTY CHAFPIThEK

ANDERSON COUNTY CEMETERIES, VOL.4. C(emeteries Included: Childress family, Concord Baptist,, Cox Family,
Douthit Family, Elrod Family, Emmerson Family, First Creek Baptist, Gambrell Family, Generostee ARP, Guthrie Family, Hopewell
Baptist, LaFrance, Lebanon Baptist, Mattison Family, McElroy Family, Moorhead Family, Mt. Zion Pres., Nevitt Family, New Hope Meth.,
01d Concord Pres., Oid Hopewell Baptist, Old Trinity Meth., Popular Springs Baptist, Providence Meth., Sandy Springs Meth., Shiloh
Meth., Six and Twenty Baptist, St. Paul's Meth., Triangle Private, Welcome Baptist, White Plains Baptist. 179 p. Indexed, $14.

ANDERSON COUNTY CEMETERIES, VOL. 5. C(emeteries Included: Andersonville Bapt., Barkers Creek Bapt., Barkley
Family, Breazeale Family, Burriss Family, Cox Family, Emerson Family, Erskine Family, Fant Family, First Creek Bapt., Generostee
ARP, Good Hope Bapt., Good Hope Pres., Griffin Family, Guthrie Grove Church, Halbert Family, Johnson Family, Kay Family, Mattison
Family, Maverick Family, McGee Family, Middleton Road Bapt., Mt. Airy Bapt., Mt. Creek Bapt., Mullikin Family, Nevitt Family, New
Hope Bapt., Newtons Meth., Nichols Family, Old Generostee ARP, 01d Good Hope Pres., 0ld Hard Shell Bapt., Old Hopewell Bapt., Old
Iva Meth., 01d Lebanon Bapt., Old Mt. Creek Bapt., Orr Family, Pickens Chapel Meth., Poplar Springs Bapt., Providence Methodist,
Refuge Bapt., Richey Family, Sallie Reid Family, Salem Bapt., Savannah Valley Ch. Of God, Sharon Meth., Shiloh Baptist, Simpson
Family, Varennes Pres., Watkins Family. 148 p. Indexed, $12.

ANDERSON COUNTY CEMETERIES, VOL. 6. O0ld Silverbrook Cemetery. 364 p. Indexed, $20.

TRADITIONS AND HISTORY OF ANDERSON COUNTY. Louise Ayer Vandiver. 3rd printing. 374 p. Revised Index,
$20.

1877 ANDERSON COUNTY MAP. Shows land owners, homesteads, creeks, roads, churches, etc. $3.00.

MISCELLANEOUS CEMETERY RECORDS FROM LAURENS, MCCORMICK AND GREENWOOD
COUNTIES, SC. 81p. Indexed, $8.00.

ANDERSON COUNTY CEMETERIES, VOL. 7. Roberts Pres., Calvary Bapt., Mt. Pisgah Bapt., James Carlile Family,
Todd Family, Neverdone Cemetery, Hall Family, Leverett Family, Casey Family, Beaverdam Bapt., Union Bapt., Asbury Clark Meth., Iva
City Cemetery. 168 p. Indexed, $10.

Add $3.50 per book or map for shipping and handling.

ANDERSON COUNTY CHAPTER OF SCGS
P. O. BOX 5743
ANDERSON, SC 29623-5743



