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The Anderson County Chapter invites members and nonmembers to submit articles on anything
which would be of interest to Anderson County researchers. These may include, but are not
limited to, the following: church, newspaper, Bible, military, slave and cemetery records;
abstracts of Anderson County records; and what happened to our “family or cousins” who
moved away. Please photocopy any original family documents, such as Bible records. Include
the title page, showing the date of publication, if possible. A typed or printed
transcript of the photocopied record would also be appreciated. Information regarding
family reunions is also accepted. Please send these articles or your comments to the
Newsletter Editor at the above address.

Most meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. the first Monday of each month at the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints located at 412 Harden Road, Anderson, SC, with the exception
of the summer months of July, August and September, when meetings are suspended and the
December meeting, which is a lunch or dinner meeting. On occasion special meetings may be
held at another location. Call our Telephone Chairman for information.
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The following is an interesting account written by a member of a research group that your editor is associated
with on the internet. Her name is Cindy Shipman. I am sure that some of you have run into similar situations
while doing your research.

“This headstone thing drives my student researchers crazy! (Keep in mind they are just little kids but now have
experienced transcribing four cemeteries and looking for all the obituaries.)

We've found - -spouses buried with their first mate with either surname on the stone; -spouses buried with
parents without their married name; double headstones with one plot vacant (though most certainly dead);
women buried next to their husbands but with their maiden name on the stones; -spouses buried next to their last
spouse but with information about previous spouse(s); -an elderly brother and sister buried under a double
headstone (which gave the impression they were a married couple--only their obits told us otherwise); -recently
placed stones marking a series of still births from the 1910's that all say "infant son of...."- when we found the
courthouse records they were two boys and one girl; -people buried in plots with stones that say things like
"Aunt Claude" no surname! or "Our Son" Horace (Horace died when he was 58!) with no surname! .. BUT
THE WINNER IS - one woman who is listed by her maiden name and then it says wife of XXXXXXXXXX,
XXXXXXXXXXX, and XXXXXXXXXX. None of those husbands are buried near her. AND the runner up is
- a man and his two wives buried on either side of him BUT when the cemetery was first recorded thirty years
ago, a double stone rested over him and his first wife. When his second wife died, the original double stone was
removed and a new double stone was erected over them and a single stone was placed over the first wife. We've
seen another resolution to this problem - a man and his two wives resting under a triple headstone. We suspect
this second family had less conflict about the second marriage.

Oh, I forgot...we'll have to call this one the GRAND PRIZE WINNER. Our community was founded by a group
of Civil War vets from Arkansas. The Copeland family donated the land for the cemetery and when the old
soldier died, a nice headstone was placed there. Many members of the family passed away in the next few years,
and their graves are clustered together. When Mrs. Copeland died, a nice double stone was placed on her grave.
When my students went to transcribe the cemetery we found THREE markers for the old soldier John Copeland;
the old marker (perhaps three rows and three plots away from the others), the large double marker, and a
veterans administration marker for his war service (at the foot of the plot with the double marker.) Well, this one
sent us over the edge. Was Mr. Copeland buried under the old stone or the new one? I finally got a chance to ask
and this is the answer (who would have guessed?) When Mrs. John Copeland died the family ordered the large
double stone and then they had this "extra”" marker. One of Mr. Copeland's grandsons was in an unmarked grave
(he had been attacked and thrown off a moving train near Fort Worth about 1910) so the family had the marker
erected on his grave WITHOUT CHANGING THE INSCRIPTION. I never could figure out why the grandson's
grave wasn't marked (we had found the train story and knew he was reported buried here) - his older brother
died just a few years previous and he had a marker and many years later his mother died and she has a marker --
which leaves us with why didn't they mark his grave to begin with? My kids have come to a new understanding
about headstones - they are hunks of rocks that people have prepared for other people -- they are not the
Commandments that were given to Moses.”

REMINDER

WE WILL RESUME OUR MEETINGS THE FIRST MONDAY IN OCTOBER



Anderson County’s Mulberry Creek located between Governors and Wilsons Creeks
by Robert Z. Callaham, Orinda, CA, and Louis McDuffie Cochran, Anderson, SC
Manuscript written February 1999

Summary

Mulberry Creek was identified in five SC plats and two Anderson Co. deeds dated 1785-1833.
Research based upon these documents confirmed Mulberry Creek’s origin about 0.32 mile ESE of
Carswell Church, located at the intersection of Highways 49 and 413, and its discharge about 2.6
miles southeastward into Rocky River, at a point now beneath Secession Lake and just N of the west
footing of Hwy. 184’s bridge across the lake.

Place names become lost as time passes. Mulberry Creek, waters of Rocky River, Ninety-Six
District (now Anderson Co., SC), was such a lost name.

Research into the lands owned by the Callaham and Dobbins families—pioneers in what then
was Pendleton District of Ninety-Six District—repeatedly disclosed the names of Rocky Creek/River,
and of Beaver, Governors, and Tugaloo Creeks. These watercourses, being named on maps, were
easily compared with the watercourses named and mapped on plats and deeds obtained from
microfilms at SC Archives and History, Columbia, SC.

Serious questions arose when five plats were found showing a watercourse labeled “Mulberry
Creek” No one familiar with Anderson County lands and records even recognized the name of this
creek, let alone knew its location. That is, no one until Louis Cochran recalled:

“This creek has to be between Wilsons Creek and Governors Creek, and is not named on later
maps. Alex Erwin (Irwin) and Susannah his wife bought and sold land around First Creek and
Rocky River. Some plats of this land later named Mulberry as a water course. Muiberry would be
on the west side of Rocky River, and First Creek is on the east.”

Thus, he postulated that Mulberry Creek was the mapped, but unnamed, water course flowing
about 2.6 miles southeastward and entering Rocky River about one mile below where First Creek
enters Rocky River from the east. The test of this postulate was to determine whether the water
courses labeled “Mulberry Creek” on the five plats coincided with the twisting and branching shown
on the U. S. Geological Survey “Antreville” Quadrangle.

Each plat was reduced in size so actual lengths of its tract boundaries fit the scale of the USGS
quad. Remember: 80 chains equals one mile. A blue pen was used to highlight water courses, and
another color was used to highlight roads and trails. Adhesive was applied to the back of each plat
with a glue stick. Then the plats were positioned so their watercourses and roads coincided with
those on the quad. Within five minutes we had our confirmation. Mulberry Creek was that unnamed
water course on the USGS “Antreville” quad.

Among the five plats studied, plat 6:96 was the earliest to name Mulberry Creek. That tract of 425
acres, having been certified 26 Apr 1785 for James Coil, obviously had been surveyed earlier. On
that plat “Mulberry Creek” was penned next to the N branch of a forked run that flowed southwesterly
into “Rocky Creek”. in agreement with the USGS quad, this plat clearly showed the first branch of
Mulberry Creek above its confluence with Rocky River. The confluence was mapped approximately
20 chains below where Rocky Creek sharply changed direction of flow from SSW to SE.

- Plat 42:231, 8 Feb 1810, for a tract directly opposite on the E bank of Rocky River, showed the
confluence of “Mulberry Creek” with “Rocky River” at a point near where Rocky River sharply
changed direction of flow from SSW to E. This confirmed the previously described plat and proved
that Mulberry Creek entered Rocky River at a point now covered by Secession Lake.

Plat 23:301 was for a tract of 170 acres that had been surveyed 27 Apr 1785 for Thos. Coil but
had been certified later (23 Aug 1788) for Jas. Maxwell "on the head of Mulberry Creek”. This plat
clearly showed that Mulberry Creek originated on a tract to the north (see next paragraph) and
flowed S and SW across this tract and exited the E boundary into a tract of “land laid off for Martha



Coil.” On 22 Aug 1816, Maxwell’s tract of land was owned by John McMahen (see below, deed
M:582). By 1833 this tract was owned by Wm. Taylor (see below, plat 50:276).

Plat 25:347, surveyed 15 or 16 Mar 1786 for John McCullough (McCollough), contained 200
acres. It straddied and confirmed the location of the most northern headwater of Mulberry Creek.
This narrow hatchet-shaped, ridge-top tract measured E-W abt 93 ch. (= 1.16 mi.), and N-S from an
eastern minimum of 6.8 ch. (= 0.085 mi.) to a western maximum of 46.4 ch. (= 0.58 mi.). A fork of
Mulberry Creek originated in the middle of the tract and, flowing S, crossed the south boundary to
enter "Martha Coyls (Coil’s) land.” A later map of the tract (see below, plat 50:276) showed the road
“to Basking ford” (now Hwy. 49) crossing the tract NW-SE about 1/3 mi. E of the headwater of
Mulberry Creek.

Piat 25:347 in 1786 did not show any roads crossing the tract. Apparently the roads to Lee’s
Shoal and to Basking ford did not exist at that time The earliest mention of the road to Lee's Shoal
was found in 1816 (see below, deed M:851). The earliest mention of the road to Basking ford was in
1833 (see below, plat 50:276)

On 7 Mar 1798 McCollough sold for 50 Pounds a 200-acre tract “on the head branches of
Mulberry Creek” to John Callaham (Sr.), Anderson Co. Deed E:104. This deed lacked a plat. The
facts that the deed was for the identical area, “200 acres”, and repeated the identical wording, “on
head branches of Mulberry Creek”, lead to the conclusion that plat 25:347 pertained to the tract in
deed E:104.

The plat in deed M:581, surveyed 20 Apr 1816, showed the sources of both Mulberry and
Governors Creeks and confirmed their close proximity. Governors Creek flowed W. The source of
southward flowing Mulberry Creek was measured as approximately 27 ch., = 0.33 mi., S of the
source of Governors Creek. The “road to Lee’s Shole”, now Hwy. 413 was shown crossing the tract
W-E just north of the source of Mulberry Creek.

By 1798 John Callaham Sr. owned the two adjoining tracts that included the headwaters of
Mulberry Creek and a fork of Governors Creek. Those tracts, approximating 400 acres, were shaped
like an inverted “T".

The northern tract that included the springs feeding Governors Creek, had a NNW-SSE length of
0.87 mile. lts W boundary either was adjacent to or included the road “to Basking ford”, now Hwy. 49.

The southern tract had a base length of approximately 1.16 mile. What was then called “road to
Lees Shole”, now Hwy. 413, was more or less the E-W center line of this elongated tract. About one-
quarter of the distance from the W to the E boundary, a road to “Basking ford” (now Hwy. 49)
crossed the tract NW-SE. This crossing now is the intersection of Highways 49 and 413. It is about
35 ch. (0.44 mi.) WNW of the confluence of the two springs that are the sources of Mulberry Creek.

Southeast from that intersection about 8 ch. (0.1 mi.) along the road to Basking ford was the S
boundary of this tract The point where the road crossed the tract’s boundary in turn was about 30 ch.
(0.37 mi.) WNW of Mulberry Creek.

At the SE corner of that intersection one now finds Carswell Church, other buildings, and a
cemetery. Another cemetery is located across the road, N of Hwy. 413.

John Callaham, Sr., and his wife, Mary, lived on these lands for 3040 years, until 1820 or later.
Dates and places of their deaths and burials are unknown. They were not buried in the two cemteries
on Hwy. 413

Plat 50:276 was certified to John Hall, 27 Nov 1833, from a survey dated ? August 1833. That
plat was for a 232-acre tract that was the base of John Callaham’s inverted “T". it was described as
“on the Road ieading from Lee’s Shoals on Rocky River to Shockley’s Ferry on Savannah River (now
SC Hwy. 413) on the Head Branches of Mulberry Creek and of Wilsons Creek.”. Apparently John
Callaham, Sr., or executors of his estate, or some intermediary owner had sold this tract to John Hall.

Thg:se five plats confirmed both Mulberry Creek’s origin, about 0.32 mile ESE of Carswell Church
at the mtersectnqn of Highways 49 and 413, and its discharge into Rocky River at a point now
beneath Secession Lake and just N of the west footing of Hwy. 184’s bridge across the lake.
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BOOKS AVAILABLE FROM ANDERSON COUNTY CHAPTER
Add $4.00 per book or map for shipping and handling.

ANDERSON COUNTY CEMETERIES, VOL.1. Cemeteries included: Dorchester Baptist Church, Poor Family, Union Grove Methodist
Church, Kay Family, Maddox Family, Norris Hill Presbyterian Church, King Family, Rice Cemetery, Friondship Baptist Church, Neals Creek
Baptist Church, Shady Grove Baptist Church, Asaville Baptist Church, Hebron United Methodist Church, Old McThursday Church, Bethany
Baptist Church, Private, Carswell Baptist Church, The Belton Cemetery, Eureka Baptist Church, Midway Presbyterian, Whitefield Baptist
Church, Cedar Grove Baptist Church, Macedonia Baptist Church, Long Branch Baptist Church, Private, Williamston Cometery, Big Creek
Baptist Church, Private. 233 p. Indexed, $15

ANDERSON COUNTY CEMETERIES, VOL. 2. Garden of Memories, Honea Path Presbyterian Church, Slabtown Cemetery, Oak Grove
Baptist Church, Clardy Family, Mountain Springs Baptist Church, McNeely Pentecostal Holiness Church, Friendship Baptist Church, Beulah
Methodist Church, Bethel Church of God of the Abrahamic Faith, Mt. Bethel Baptist Church, Ebenezer Baptist Church, Clinkscales Family,
Private, Eastview Cemetery, Pinelawn Cemetery. 171 p. indexed, $15

ANDERSON COUNTY CEMETERIES, VOL .4, Cemeteries Included: Childress family, Concord Baptist,, Cox Family, Douthit Family, Elrod
Family, Emmerson Family, First Creek Baptist, Gambrell Family, Generostee ARP, Guthrie Family, Hopewell Baptist, LaFrance, Lebanon
Baptist, Mattison Family, McEiroy Family, Moorhead Family, Mt. Zion Pres., Nevitt Family, New Hope Meth., Old Concord Pres., Old
Hopewell Baptist, Old Trinity Meth., Popular Springs Baptist, Providence Meth., Sandy Springs Meth., Shiloh Meth., Six and Twenty Baptist,
St. Paul's Meth,, Triangle Private, Welcome Baptist, White Plains Baptist. 179 p. Indexed, $15

ANDERSON COUNTY CEMETERIES, VOL. 5. Cemeteries Included: Andersonville Bapt., Barkers Creek Bapt., Barkley Family, Breazeale
Family, Burriss Family, Cox Family, Emerson Family, Erskine Family, Fant Family, First Creek Bapt., Generostee ARP, Good Hope Bapt.,
Good Hope Pres., Griffin Family, Guthrie Grove Church, Haibert Family, Johnson Family, Kay Family, Mattison Family, Maverick Family,
McGee Family, Middieton Road Bapt., Mt. Airy Bapt., Mt. Creek Bapt., Mullikin Family, Nevitt Family, New Hope Bapt., Newtons Meth.,
Nichols Family, Old Generostee ARP, Old Good Hope Pres., Old Hard Shell Bapt., Old Hopewell Bapt., Old lva Meth., Old Lebanon Bapt., Old
Mt. Creek Bapt., Orr Family, Pickens Chapel Meth., Poplar Springs Bapt., Providence Methodist, Refuge Bapt., Richey Family, Sallie Reid
Family, Salem Bapt., Savannah Valley Ch. Of God, Sharon Meth., Shiloh Baptist, Simpson Family, Varennes Pres., Watkins Family. 148 p.
Indexed, $15

ANDERSON COUNTY CEMETERIES, VOL. 6. OMd Silverbrook Cemetery. 364 p. Indexed, $20

TRADITIONS AND HISTORY OF ANDERSON COUNTY. Louise Ayer Vandiver. Index by James E. Harper. 4* printing, 354 pages, $20
1877 ANDERSON COUNTY MAP. Shows land owners, homesteads, creeks, roads, churches, etc. $3

1397 ANDERSON COUNTY MAP. Ciear and precise detail. $3

MISCELLANEOUS CEMETERY RECORDS FROM LAURENS, MCCORMICK AND GREENWOOD COUNTIES, SC. 81 p. indexed, $8.00

ANDERSON COUNTY CEMETERIES, YOL. 7. Roberts Pres., Calvary Bapt.,, Mt. Pisgah Bapt., James Carlile Family, Todd Family, Neverdone
Cemetery, Hall Family, Leverett Family, Casey Family, Beaverdam Bapt., Union Bapt., Asbury Clark Meth., iva City Cemetery. 168 p.
Indexed, $10

ANDERSON COUNTY CEMETERIES. VOL. 8, Flat Rock, Rankin Family, Private, Massey Family, Cedar Grove Methodist, Ruhammah
Methodist, Double Springs Baptist, Halbert Family, McFail Family, McPhearson Family, Buchannan Family, Mt. Tabor Baptist, Old Salem
Baptist, Siloam Baptist, Fants Grove Baptist, Breazeale Family, Oakdale Baptist, Bethesda United Methodist, Oakiawn Memorial Gardens,
Anderson First Presbyterian. 167 p. Indexed, $18

PEDIGREE CHARTYS AND SURNAME LIST. Dr. Cari G. Ellison. 41 p. Indexed, $10
MARRIAGE RECORDS, ANDERSON COUNTY, SC, 1911-1912. Dr. Cari G. Ellison. 50 p. Alphabetized, $8

WILL ABSTRACTS, ANDERSON COUNTY, SC. 1789-1839. Dr. Carl G. Ellison. 41 p. Alphabetized, $8
SULLIVAN-KING MORTUARY GENEALQGICAL RECORDS, 1923-1931, VOL I. Dr. Cart G. Ellison. 202 p. Indexed, $15

SULLIVAN-KING MORTUARY GENEALOGICAL RECORDS, 1931-1941, VOL 11. Dr. Carl G. Ellison. 216 p. indexed $15
MT. CREEK (BAPTIST) CHURCH MINUTES (OCT. 1798 - Sept. 1907).Debbie Giles Harbin. 234 p. Indexed, $15
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ANDERSON COUNTY CHAPTER OF SCGS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

FULL NAME: Date:

STREET: ciry:

43.00 individual Membersghi NEW RENEWAL
b 3 i A be D {£ pers 18 83 : 186 .

CHAPTER OF SCGS gnd mgll to Andergog County Cha ggr of SCG§ P.O. Box 74, Andersonl SC 29622-0074

RESEARCHING THE FOLLOWING: Piease give County and State if known.

>

00 |~O2 jOn 3 100 N9 18

ANDERSON COUNTY GHAPTER OF $CGS
P.O.BOX 74
ANDERSON, SC 29622-0074

2002 Individual 06964
Mrs. Linda Jones Cushing
2500 Hanna Rd.
Anderson, SC 29621-3263
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