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THE CAROLYN DUNCAN
RESEARCH CENTER

President Shirley Phillips is shown presenting a plaque to Carolyn Duncan Cummings.
The ACGS Research Room has been renamed the Carolyn Duncan Research Center in
honor of the effort put forth by Carolyn in helping to establish the room as well as the
Anderson County Genealogy Society.

Manse lolly's Estate Brought $40.15. Old Records Disclose
Yellowed Papers Found in Vault of Probate Judge—An interesting old record was
found yesterday among yellowed papers in the vault of Probate Judge Ralph King.
This record concerned the appraisal and settlement of the Estate (j>f Manson (Manse)
S. Jolly, the famous Confederate guerrilla.
|
Jolly, it would be recalled, was a one-man reign of terror. His blood and thunder ca
reer supplied the theme of the novel "Maid of the Foothills".
Jolly fought with the Confederate army throughout the war. He never surrendered.
On returning to his home in the Lebanon community, he continued to wage war on Yan

kees. On one occasion, when a squad of Negro calvarymen was sent oujt to bring him in, he
killed the calvarymen, threwtheir bodies in a well and kept the horsesIto work on his
farm.

!

Another time, when soldiers were searching for him near Pendleton, he joined in on
the hunt and helped to look for himself. In 1865, after Negro soldiers)bad snatched a
watch away from his sister, JoUy rode boldly into Anderson, which wa^ full of Yankee
troops, found a commanding officer, a Colonel Barlow, and told him ttye watchhad better
be returned by a certain time or else. Although a heavy reward was offered for Jolly's cap
ture at that time, Jolly rode safely out of town. The following day, the watch was returned.

Things eventually became too hot for Jolly. He decided to go toi Texas. As a final

gesture, he mounted Snowball, his horse, loaded a couple ofrevolvers!, proceeded to the
intersection of River and Fant Streets, then headed pell-mell north oniFant right through

the middle of the Yankee camp shooting as he went.
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Although reports had it that Jolly was worth quite a sum of mojney, this evidently as

not true. He did not share in the Confederate gold, which disappeared from the treasury
here on May 1,1865. Fact is, he hadn't even returned from the battlejfronts at the time the
gold vanished.
;
Jolly and his horse met a tragic death in Texas in July, 1870, while trying to swim a
swollen river. The exact date of the drowning is not given on records here. The day of the
month is left blank, merely the month and year stated. On October 8,1871, F. L. Jolly was
named administrator of Manse Jolly's estate. A. O. Norris was judge of probate at that
time.
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A settlement was reached by public sale in November, 1871. jhe various articles of
fered brought a total of $40.15, according to the papers in Judge Kiijig's office. D. Hamil
ton bought a fiddle, JohnHembree, two planes and a saw, M. Scott, ^t partridge net, A. C.

Jolly, awash stand, Mrs. M. Jolly, abedstead and W. I. Robbins, a spring bedstead. The
Jolly assets also included one note on General Harrison for $170 with interest from Nov.
25,1861, but nobody bought it, insofar as can be ascertained from! the records. The note
was appraised at $10 and marked "doubtful".
i

Before going to Texas, Manse Jolly gave some property to M.A. Jolly, including one looking
glass, one washbowl and pitcher, one trunk, and some books. Debts pending against the
estate include Hoyt &Co. , $3; F. L. Jolly, $10; A. E. Jolly, account, $22.50; John Harper, ap
praiser, $1; A. O. Norris, bill, $8.
Inasmuch as the sale brought in only $40.15, the
debts amounted to $48.32., the settlement fell short $9.13 of filling requirements. It may
be, though, that Jolly left some property in Texas, where he died, The above settlement
pertains only to the Anderson County end of the line. Then, too, it should be remembered
that everything Jolly or any other Andersonian, possessed in the nature of Confederate
money or bonds was absolutely worthless, (source—Anderson Mail—date unknown)

HANGING GROUND OF OLD ON EAST RIVER ST.

Crude Gallows Was Used In Olden Days—Beam Placed Between Trees
During the early days of Anderson many persons convicted of murder, robbery and

horse stealing were hung at the old hanging grounds on River Street about where Mrs. J.
S. Acker's garden is now located. Crude gallows were constructed by putting a beam be
tween two trees in such a manner that it would be parallel to the ground, and over the
beam a rope was passed. One end of the rope was tied around the victim's neck, and the
other tied to a stump. A crude trigger arrangement was placed under the feet of the con
demned man, which, when sprung, left him suspended in the air.
(Old Anderson Independent Article—no date)

The oldest computer can be traced back to Adam and Eve.
Surprise! Surprise!

It was an Apple.
But with extremely limited memory
\

Just l byte.

Then everything crashed.
\
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UPCOMING EVENTS- Items of interest
i

THE RESEARCH CENTER HAS A PHONE!!! — 864-540-S300 —
i

Beginning in October, 2016—the Duncan Research Center will be closing at 4:00 PM on
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. Saturday hours will remain the same. The Board has
met and is considering closing the center on Wednesdays, also. This is still under discus
sion. We will let you know when a decision is made.—
DNA CLASSES WILL BE AVAILABLE AFTER FIRST OF THE YEAR!! MORE'INFO COMING!

COOKBOOKS ARE STILL AVAILABLE!!!! Cookbooks are $20.00, and lye need to sell 500

of them!! This is a great fundraiser and will help us to meet our budget. They are
available at the Carolyn Duncan Research Room! Come and get them!!!!! Linda Rogers
has reported that she sold $100 worth of cookbooks at the Standpipe Antique Mall.
Great Job!!!

AS a member of the genealogy association, we appreciate your support, but we need
your help. The cookbooks were created as a fundraiser, and it is hoped that each mem
ber will sell/purchase at least 1 cookbook so that we can continue to provide services
to our members; providing speakers for our meetings; purchasing new books, maintain
ing insurance for our Research Center as well as many other things. Please help!

Toney Creek Beginnings, a book by Margaret Cole, is available for purchase, as well as the
Pruitt Funeral Home Records book. Tony Creek Beginnings—$25. Pruitt Funeral Home
Records Book is $28. These books are available at the Duncan Research Center. New
Silverbrook coming soon!

We are so grateful for the many donations we have received including books, office sup
plies, and volunteer hours. Our research room has been so busy lately with visitors com
ing from: Central, Anderson, Lexington, Easley, Abbeville, Aiken, TrqVelers Rest, Hartsville,
Greenville, Mt. Pleasant, Gurnee, II., Cincinnati, Oh, Reston, Va., Elberton, Ga., Superior, Wi.,
Charlotte, NC, Wimberley, TX

We invite you to visit our Duncan Research Center. We currently have over 5,200 books and
publications that are available for research. We also have various maps, pictures and great em
ployees with a wealth of knowledge of the surrounding area and its people. Please stop by and
visit!

r

We need someone to display their family history in our display case starting in De
cember!!

The 2018 Program Schedule

****** just a reminder that we start taking dues for the 2019 year in Septem
ber and thev must be paid bv March 1st of 2019!

October 1st: Ghost Hunting 101. Have you ever felt the presence of an ancestor who has
crossed over to the other side? Catherine Vinson is a Paranormal Investigator with a life
time of experience with the "other world." Please join us for an informative and spooky
presentation of real life ghost hunting stories and the do's and don'ts of investigating.

November 6th: Derrell Oakley Teat, genealogist from Pelzer, SC. Will discuss her ex
perience selling DNA kits in Europe for Family Tree DNA. She will share personal stories of
people she has met along the way, as well as some of her interesting genealogy successes.

December 3rd: Join us for fellowship . Friends and fun at our Annual ACGS Christmas
Dinner! We will have our annual" show and tell", so please bring a family heirloom or a
historic relic to "show and tell!" Stay tuned—we may have this at a different venue than
Senior Solutions!

The Laurens District Chapter will host the 2018 SCGS Annual Meeting October 12th and
13th, at the Hampton Inn, in Clinton, SC. You are asked to join other members for a week
end of discussions on DNA, the Revolutionary War, Indian Storytelling and the DAR. This 2
day event will be packed with tours and a guest speaker from California with roots (Bolt
Family) from right here in Laurens County who is a prominent speaker and an expert in
DNA

Shirley Phillips and Ted Burgess will have a table set up at the Williamston Springwater
Festival on August 27. Shirley Phillips and Sue Sears will have a table set up at the Ander
son Co. Museum for a Visit Anderson Project on Tuesday, August 28. There is also a Heri
tage and Old Time Music Festival on October 27 at the Municipal Auditorium in Williamston. We could use some volunteers to man a table at that time. Kay Burns has secured us

a spot at the Mistletoe Mart in November at the Museum in Anderson. We will need volun
teers for a table at time. Please contact Shirley if you can help at any of these events
NEWSLETTER EDITOR NEEDED—CONTACT RESEARCH CENTER

HAZEL COMES ASHORE: (October 5,1954)

6 a.m. Friday. October15,1954.What is this? It's here? Already? Overnight, Hazfel dropped a gear.
It's traveling at 50 miles per hour, faster than most cars move up the coast, faster than any other
hurricane that has hit here before or will hit here again. The acceleration is a good thing; and it is a
bad thing. It is good because that means Hazelwillat least pass quickly. It is bad because... what is
this? It's here? Already?

Hazel's winds rise to 80 miles per hour. 100.110. The sand bums their skin, wh^t sand there is, what

sand hasn't faded awayalready, under the ocean.

!

Hazel has 140 mile-per-hour winds, and those winds are snapping trees like chicken bones. But the

water is the real destroyer. This is the hour, the 10 a.m. hour, the exact hour oftjhe October full-

moonhigh tide. Ofany hour of the 8,760 overthe courseofthis calendaryear, tjhis hour is the worst
hour for a storm to arrive. And Hazel is a most inconsiderate guest, having turned into high gear last
night just to make it here on time.

Ocean Isle Beach is no longer an island; it is merelya higherpoint on the bottojna of the sea. The
same soon goes for the beaches to the north —Holden Beach, Long Beach, Oak Island. Towns like

Shallotte andVarnamtown andSouthport, towns along thewestern edge ofthq1 waterway that are
protected by these islands, are, for thehour, oceanffont towns. All anyone can pee from there is
ocean; every inch of sand on every Brunswick County barrier island is just a sandbar underwater.

The wind blows again, coming from theother direction now, northwest to southeast. As fast as Hazel
pushed water inland, its backside force sucks it out like a vacuum cleaner. By 1 p.m., it looks like low
tide.
i
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After Hazel leaves Brunswick County, it moves sofast that its winds remain strongwell inland. Ten
weather stations from the coast to the Piedmont record the highest rainfall totals in history. Hazel
blows through Raleigh with gusts of 90 miles per hour. It tracks north, exiting North Carolina at the

Warren County line at about 2:30 p.m. During thenext day, it will whip through Washington, D.C.,
and all the way to Canada, with wind speeds in Toronto even reported near 100 miles per hour.
Nineteen peopledie in North Carolina. Hazel kills 95 people in the UnitedStates. Hazel is the hurri
cane that changes the way the country thinks of hurricanes.

Early Settlers of the Fork

William White, a native of Union County, came here about 1800.

his children were all

grown, or nearly so, and one of them, Thomas, father of the late Henry N. White, had

married a Miss. Mayberry, before leaving Union. William White settled on the rugged
hills that overlook Portman Shoals on the Seneca River, and remained there till his
death. Why he should have selected that location, where there wis scarcely a foot of

bottom land, is not explained, but that seemed to be the rule in tljat early day.
Whether he was in the Revolutionary army or not, I have no definjite information, but

since he was of fighting age and of heroic mould, may well suppose he was. He was a
man of large build, usually so, and had prodigious strength. It is,1 said he scorned the
use of a line to guide his horse as he plowed, and when the animal did not move along
to suit him, he would improve the speed with a jab on the plow stock, lifted clear from

passing to and fro over those river hills with "his yaller legs a-shinin"' to use the words

of one of his sons. But notwithstanding his easy ability to wallop his fellow-man by rea
son of his grit and strength, he cultivated peace and lived on friendly terms with all
men. He was endowed with great industry and worked steadily on his farm till the de-

creptitude of age laid him aside. He had the talent of property getting to a considerable
degree, and owned a number of slaves. His sons, without exception, so far as I am ad
vised, inherited this trait and one of his sons, Elijah, who did not come with the rest of

the family from Union, and who went west eventually, acquired, it seems, considerably
more of the polish of education and manners, as well as property, than did the others.
Mr. White was of a decidedly religious bent and he and all of his family were Method
ists. He was one of the first to espouse Methodism when it began to overspread South
Carolina, about the close of the last century. When he came here, he established a
preaching place where Cedar Grove Church now is, and it was for a long time known as
White's Church, a log house, fell into decay and disuse and became the middle of a cul
tivated field. When in after years—1876 , a new church was erected on the same spot,
amidst a dense growth of pines and cedars, it should have been called White's, in honor
of the man to whom was probably due the distinction of being the founder of Metho
dism in the Fork.

His body, and those of some of his descendants are buried there. I should not forget to
say, that Mr. White was a man of the strictest business integrity, and maintained
throughout life a straightforward course among his fellowmen. He outlived his second
wife, and spent his last days in the family of his son, Newton White, in the identical
house now owned by John Shaw, the premises being a part of the original tract of Wil
liam White. It had to be something out of the ordinary that kept the old man from ob
serving family prayers, even in extreme age. One night his son, Newton, with a friend,
stayed rather late at the river seining. The old man waited. By and by the fishing party
returned, and he called them to their knees. Under the combined sleep producing ef
fects of the long-drawn stereotyped petition that all the family knew by heart, and the
blazing fire that thawed out the chilled fishermen, Newton fell fast asleep, and did not
come to in time when the old man would up. Newton's wife, seeing his predicament,

gave him a pull with "If I was you, I'd get up." This brought him standing, and with a
glance at his friend, he observed, "They keep such a h—I of a prayin' that a fellow has
no peace." But the old man, shuffling off to bed, neither saw nor heard his son. Only a
short while before his death, Mr. White became unsettled on the subject of baptism,
and would up by joining the Baptists at Double Springs.

He had four sons, Thomas, Newton, William and Elijah, and several daughters, one of
whom married Samuel Dobbs, himself a native of Union. Dobbs, who had grown up un
der Mr. White's eye in Union, was an exemplary and promising young man, and was
prospering when he sought Mr. White's daughter's hand in marriage.
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NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS

Please emailyour contributions to acgsresearch@gmail.com. Subject Line: Newsletter or bypostal
mail to PO Box 74, Anderson, SC 29622-0074. Besure they are copy ready. Microsoft Word contribu
tions are preferred.

Meetings

Research Center Hours

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thurs
day—10 am—4 pm
Saturday 10 am—2 pm

Monthly meetings are held the first Monday
of each month at 7 pm, at Senior Solutions,
420 Clemson Blvd., Anderson, SC.

Arts Center, besides the Farmers'

Each month a program is presented that is of
interest to genealogy researchers. Come
early and discuss your family with our mem

Market.

bers.

Located 110 Federal Street. At the

Enter the doors for Visit

Anderson
864-540-8300

Refreshments are provided Free following
the program and all Regular Meetings are
Open to the Public.

